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Our Mission Statement 
We strive to be worthy witnesses to the world. 
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During the music before the service let us join in a time of prayer and meditation as we prepare our hearts for 

worship. 

Please stand as you are able where marked*** 

Greetings and Announcements 

Prelude 

***The Confession and Absolution 

Vicar:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

People:  Amen. 

Vicar:    If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins God who is 

faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

(A time of silent reflection and self-examination.) 

Vicar:    Most merciful God.   

People:  We confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

Vicar:    In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all our 

sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ, He gives the power to become children of God and bestows on them the 

Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

People: Amen. Thanks be to God 

***Opening Hymn:                        If Thou but Suffer God to Guide Thee                      Hymn #568 

 

If thou but suffer God to guide thee, And hope in him through all thy ways 

He’ll give thee strength, whate’er betide thee, And bear thee through the evil days:  

Who trusts in God’s unchanging love Builds on the rock that nought can move. 

What can these anxious cares avail thee, These never ceasing moans and sighs? 

What can it help, if thou bewail thee, O’er each dark moment as it flies? 

Our cross and trials do but press The heavier for our bitterness. 

Only be still, and wait his leisure In cheerful hope, with heart content 

To take what-e’re thy Father’s pleasure And all discerning love have sent; 

Nor doubt our in-most wants are known To him who chose us for his own. 

Sing, pray, and keep his ways unswerving; In all thy labor faithful be, 

And trust his word; though undeserving, Thou yet shalt find it true for thee: 

God never will forsake in need The soul that trusts in him indeed. 

 

 

 

 
-2- 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 22, 2024 



***Psalm:     Psalm 54 (read responsively) 

Liturgist:  Save me, O God, by your name; 

People: vindicate me by your might. 

Liturgist:  Here my prayer, O God; 

People: listen to the words of my mouth. 

Liturgist:  Strangers are attacking me;  

People: ruthless men seek my life—men without regard for God. 

Liturgist:  Surely God is my help; 

People: the Lord is the one who sustains me. 

Liturgist:  Let evil recoil on those who slander me; 

People: in your faithfulness destroy them. 

Liturgist:  I will sacrifice a freewill offering to you; 

People: I will praise your name, O Lord, for it is good. 

Liturgist:  For he has delivered me from all my troubles, 

People: and my eyes have looked in triumph on my foes. 

***The Gloria Patri: (sung) Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:  as it was in the beginning, 

is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

***The Kyrie: (responses are sung) 

Liturgist:  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

People:  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Liturgist:  Christ, have mercy upon us. 

People:  Christ, have mercy upon us.          

Liturgist:  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

People:  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Liturgist:  Glory be to God on high!  

***Gloria in Excelsis: (sung) And on earth peace, goodwill toward men. We praise thee, we bless thee, we worship 

thee, we glorify thee, we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takest away the sin of 

the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the 

right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; thou only, O Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

***Collect: 

Liturgist: The Lord be with you. 

People: And with thy spirit. 

Liturgist: Let us pray. 

People:  Lord, we beseech thee, grant thy people grace to withstand the temptations of the devil, and with 

pure hearts and minds to follow thee, the only God; through thy Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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The Scripture Lessons: 

First Reading: Jeremiah 11:18-20 
18 Because the LORD revealed their plot to me, I knew it, for at that time he showed me what 

they were doing. 19 I had been like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter; I did not realize that they had 

plotted against me, saying, “Let us destroy the tree and its fruit; let us cut him off from the land of 

the living, that his name be remembered no more.” 
                20 But you, LORD Almighty, who judge righteously and test the heart and mind, let me see 

your vengeance on them, for to you I have committed my cause. 
Liturgist:  This is the word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God.                                                                        

Epistle Lesson: James 3:13-4:10 
13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by 

deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. 14 But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish 

ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. 15 Such “wisdom” does not come down 

from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16 For where you have envy and selfish 

ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice. 
17 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, 

submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. 18 Peacemakers who sow in peace reap 

a harvest of righteousness. 

4 1 What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your desires that 

battle within you? 2 You desire but do not have, so you kill. You covet but you cannot get what you 

want, so you quarrel and fight. You do not have because you do not ask God. 3 When you ask, you do 

not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures. 
4 You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world means enmity against 

God? Therefore, anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. 5 Or do 

you think Scripture says without reason that he jealously longs for the spirit he has caused to dwell in 

us? 6 But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: “God opposes the proud 

    but shows favor to the humble.” 
7 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Come near to 

God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you 

double-minded. 9 Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to 

gloom. 10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up. 
Liturgist: This is the word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God                                               

The Alleluia: (sung) Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 

Vicar:  Lift up your hearts and hear the Holy Gospel as it is recorded in the ninth chapter of Saint Mark, beginning 

with the thirtieth verse. 

***People (sung) Glory be to thee, O Lord                

Gospel Lesson: Mark 9:30-37 
30 They left that place and passed through Galilee. Jesus did not want anyone to know where 

they were, 31 because he was teaching his disciples. He said to them, “The Son of Man is going to be 

delivered into the hands of men. They will kill him, and after three days he will rise.” 32 But they did 

not understand what he meant and were afraid to ask him about it. 
33 They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, “What were you 

arguing about on the road?” 34 But they kept quiet because on the way they had argued about who 

was the greatest. 
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35 Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “Anyone who wants to be first must be the 

very last, and the servant of all.” 
36 He took a little child whom he placed among them. Taking the child in his arms, he said to 

them, 37 “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever 

welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.” 

 Vicar:  This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
***People: (sung) Praise be to thee, O Christ                  

Children’s Sermon:                      Vicar Chris Clarke  

 

 

Pulpit Hymn:                                           I Need Thee Every Hour                            Hymn #479          

I need thee every hour, Most gracious Lord 

No tender voice like thine Can peace afford. (Chorus) 

I need thee, O I need thee, Every hour I need thee; 

O bless me now my Saviour, I come to thee. 

I need thee every hour, Stay thou nearby; 

Temptations lose their power When thou art nigh. (Chorus) 

I need thee ever hour, In joy or pain; 

Come quickly and abide, Or life is vain. (Chorus)  

I need thee every hour, Teach me thy will; 

And thy rich promises In me fulfill. (Chorus) 

I need thee every hour, Most Holy One, 

O make me thine indeed, Thou blessèd Son. (Chorus) 
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Sermon:                                                                                                                 Vicar Chris Clarke 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sermon Response: (sung) Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right Spirit within me.  Cast me not 

away from thy presence; and take not thy Holy Spirit from me.  Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation and uphold 

me with thy free spirit.  

***Passing of the Peace                                                   

***The Apostles’ Creed: 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord, Who 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and 

buried: He descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on 

the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in 

the Holy Spirit; The holy Christian Church; The Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of 

the body, And the Life everlasting. Amen. 

***The General Prayer: (after each petition) 

Vicar:  Lord in your mercy. 

People:  Hear our prayer.                                           

***The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it 

is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen.                                 

***The Prayer Response: (sung) 

 Hear our prayer, O Lord.  Hear our prayer, O Lord. Incline thine ear to us and grant us thy peace. Amen. 

***The Benediction: 

Vicar:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  The 

Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 

People: (sung) A-men, A-men, A----men.                      
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***Closing Hymn:                              I am Trusting You, Lord Jesus 

I am trusting you, Lord Jesus, Trusting only you; 

Trusting you for full salvation, Free and true. 

 

I am trusting you for pardon; At your feet I bow, 

For your grace and tender mercy Trusting now. 

 

I am trusting you for cleansing In the crimson flood; 

Trusting you to make me holy By your blood. 

 

I am trusting you to guide me; You alone shall lead, 

Ev’ry day and hour supplying All my need. 

 

I am trusting you for power; You can never fail. 

Words which you yourself shall give me Must prevail. 

 

I am trusting you, Lord Jesus; Never let me fall. 

I am trusting you forever And for all. 

 

***The Postlude                                                             
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Prayers and Praises: 

For our church leaders:  

Presiding Pastor: The Rev Dr. Carey G. Larson 

Assistant Presiding Pastor: The Rev Roger Twito 

AALC Administrator: The Rev Dean Stoner 

Secretary Pastor:  The Rev Joe Marsh 

Home Mission Developer:  The Rev Joe Christina 

National Office Manager:  Bonnie Ohlrich 

Seminary President:  The Rev Dr. Curtis Leins 

Seminary Administrator:  Duane Kleven  

 

Robin Nicholson   Hope Johnston              Sharon Phelps     Chris and Bob Bingaman       

Jimmy Beall       Dorothy Foster             Becky Stapf     Matt Ruppalt 

Rebecca Robinson             Bill Trall              Harvey Jester     Justin Serene 

Fred Carlson       Bob Petersen   Meryl Benenati    Norita Shipley              

Eddie Neighbors           Kris Johnson                  Marty Beall                    Brian Stitely              

Cam Swanson                         Debbie Stapf                         Bob Pickett     Jane Simcox              

Lora Bingaman             Sue Clarke   Judy Butler     Kristy O’Neal     

Joan Stanley   Helen Gibson                         Paul Beall     Harold Beall 

Mary Beth Cyr  Chris German   Danny Beall      

For the President and the leaders of our nation 

For those in the armed Services: Grace Gorevin, Zach Gorevin, Christopher Clarke, Travis Hawk,  

Bethany Hueter, Chaplain John Reutemann, Chaplain Len Brokenshire, Cameron Donk, Ethan Stone, 

Rebecca Deppe, Wendy Ahern, Kris Johnson 

For our Seminary Students: Chris Clarke, Kris Johnson 

For a Region congregation: The Reverend Dr. Jordan Cooper, Weidner Institute 

For our missionary work:  Pastor Scott Yount 

For those being persecuted for their faith in Christ 

For the congregations of our Germantown/Clarksburg/Damascus community: First Baptist Church of Damascus  

For the congregations of the American Association of Lutheran Churches 

For our college students:  Maddie Day, Joseph Flesch, Jude Stapf, Paul Stapf 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Men’s Bible Study: Tuesday: 1:30 PM at Church 

• Women’s Bible Study: Wednesday: 10 AM at Carolyn’s 

• Adult and Children’s Sunday School: Sunday: 9:30 AM 

• You may continue to watch the Sunday services (10:30 AM) via Livestream on Facebook – 

Christ Lutheran Church AALC. The Bulletins for the services are on our website: 

christlutheranofgermantown.org. The video of every livestream is on our Facebook page. You can 

access the livestream by clicking the link at the bottom of the first page of our website or by 

visiting the Facebook page directly. Be sure to click on the ‘videos’ tab. 

• Reminder: Next Sunday, Pastor Stoner and the Reverend Dr. Larson will be with us and they 

will deliver Communion. There will be a luncheon after Church. Thank you, Jeane for 

coordinating food and drinks. 
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